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ABSTRACT: Rheumatoid arthritis is an autoimmune disease. This capability that the immune gadget assaults its personal 

tissues. With rheumatoid arthritis, as an alternative to defending the joint, the immune device starts off evolving to produce 

materials that smash the joint, as properly as the ligaments, tendons, and muscle tissues that guide it. This can end result in 

joint deformities – such as bent, gnarled fingers – and loss of movement.The most frequent kinds of arthritis are 

osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis. Here, MRI images of the knee are used for analysis. Estimating the size or thickness 

of the knee cartilage plays an important role in determining arthritis. In the first step, the image is pre-processed and 

smoothed. Edges are then refined using intelligent edge detection and registration. In the last step, calculate the distance 

between the edges to find the thickness based on the number of pixels. From the thickness values, arthritic abnormalities 

were determined. This is a very simple and effective method to determine arthritis based on cartilage thickness thresholds. 

 

I.INTRODUCTION 

Many of the strategies of digital photograph processing, or digital image processing as it frequently used to be called, have 

been developed in the 1960s, at Bell Laboratories, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

the University of Maryland, and a few different lookup facilities, with software to satellite tv for pc imagery, wire-photo 

requirements conversion, scientific imaging, videophone, persona recognition, and graphic enhancement. The reason for 

early photo processing used to be to enhance the exceptional of the image. It was once aimed at human beings to enhance 

the visible impact on people. In photo processing, the entry is a low-quality image, and the output is a picture with 

expanded quality. Common photo processing en-compass photo enhancement, restoration, encoding, and compression. The 

first profitable software used to be the American Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL). They used picture processing methods 

such as geometric correction, gradation transformation, noise removal, etc. on the hundreds of lunar snapshotsdespatched 

again through the Space Detector Ranger 7 in 1964, taking into account the role of the solar and the surroundings of the 

moon. The effect of the profitable mapping of the moon's floor map by way of the pc has been a large success. Later, extra 

complicated picture processing was once carried out on the almost 100,000 photographs despatched returned via the 

spacecraft, so that the topographic map, color map, and panoramic mosaic of the moon had been obtained, which performed 

extremely good outcomes and laid a stable basis for a human touchdown on the moon.Image processing essentially consists 

of the following three steps:Importing the photo by way of photograph acquisition tools;Analysing and manipulating the 

image;Output in which the end result can be an altered picture or record that is primarily based on picture analysis.There 

are two kinds of techniques used for picture processing namely, analog and digital photo processing. Analog photograph 

processing can be used for challenging copies like printouts and photographs. Image analysts use a number of fundamentals 
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of interpretation whilst the use of these visible techniques. Digital photo processing strategies assist in manipulation of the 

digital pics via the use of computers. The three prevalent phases that all sorts of information have to endure whilst the use 

of digital methodsis pre-processing, enhancement, and display, and statistics extraction. 

Medical picture processing encompasses the use and exploration of 3D picture datasets of the human body, 

received most typically from a Computed Tomography (CT) or Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) scanner to diagnose 

pathologies or information scientific interventions such as surgical planning, or for lookup purposes. Medical picture 

processing is carried out via radiologists, engineers, and clinicians to higher recognize the anatomy of both character 

sufferers and populace groups.The primary gain of clinical photograph processing is that it permits in-depth, non-invasive 

exploration of inside anatomy. 3D fashions of the anatomies of pastime can be created and studied to enhance therapy 

results for the patient, advance extended clinical units and drug shipping systems, or reap greater knowledgeable diagnoses. 

It has become one of the key pieces of equipment leveraged for clinical development in recent years. 

II.LITERATURE REVIEW 

This section reviews the research literature onthe detection of Rheumatoid Arthritis using Image processing 

(Bhavyashree K G and SheelaRao N.,2014)[1] Determination and Analysis of Arthritis using Digital image processing 

techniques. MRI image of the knees is taken as they enter and a hard and fast control points are first decided on. By the use 

of the Bezier Splines introduction approach Bezier splines or curves are piecewise polynomials with pieces easily 

connected collectively a good way to attain a non-stop representation of the discrete sign. The curve is fashioned by 

becoming a member of these manipulated points. An anisotropic diffusion algorithm is used to smoothen the photo by 

means of disposing of unwanted records and retaining good-sized statistics used in destiny. area enhancement is used to 

significantly reduce the amount of undesirable information in a photograph. The canny part detector is applied for detecting 

the bone-cartilage interface. The articular cartilage contour is detected by way of the usage of the Laplacian of 

Gaussian(LoG)clearout. manage points computerized adjustment here the manage factors are shifted to the actual aspect. 

the space for the nearest point is determined by the use of Euclidian distance. Cartilage thickness dimension is measured in 

terms of pixels. This approach is tested where sensitivity or real wonderful rate is 92%. The specificity or true negative 

price is 88%. Precision or nice are expecting price is 87% and negative are expecting fee is 94%. The accuracy of the 

proposed approach end result is 90%. This method also can be used for the determination of gapsbetween the tibia and 

femur of the knee for more correct detection of arthritis. 

(Hunza Hayat, Syed Omer Gilani and Mohsin Jamil.,2017)[2] Arthritis Identification from Multiple Regions by X-Ray 

Image Processing.The proposed method to classify arthritis into Osteoarthritis and Rheumatoid Arthritis.The virtual photo 

processing is finished by using acquiring the dataset, storing and compressing them to initiate the processing techniques. 

The picture is acquired by using sampling then the photo is converted to grayscale if needed or the picture is made binary 

with the use of the edge function. Then the image is resized and its archive length is reduced. Median Filtering/ Gaussian 

filtering, The virtual non-linear filtering to get rid of the undesirable noise is finished by means of median filtering. 

Gaussian filtering involves convolution which is just like the multiplication of two input snapshots to produce changed 

output or cross correlation between inputs. The self-Gaussian clear out allows pick out edges and make the photograph 

clean. The vicinity homes approach is used to gain statistical facts of location houses together with Centroid, extrema, 

orientation, foremost axis length, minor axis length, and eccentricity.  inside the function Extraction approach the Joint 

vicinity, orientation, circular features, and area detection are done. based on the function we are able to classify it amongst 

Osteoarthritis, Rheumatoid Arthritis, and regular.The SVM train take a look at can be used to program the classifier to 

recognize the similarities among the same kind of arthritis and differentiate it from the alternative kind. 
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(Yuvashree R, Swetha B, Sountharya M, ParisaBeham M and Tamilselvi R., 2020)[3] Detection of rheumatoid arthritis by 

tracking region of interest(ROI) using image analysis techniques.Pre-processing is used to reduce complexity and boom 

accuracy. photograph Resizing. picture resizing is vital as soon as we got to grow or lower the complete quantity of pixels. 

Multi-ScaleSelf-QuotientImageThe primary purpose of the quotient image approach is to deal with lighting adjustments 

and provides an invariant illustration of an image under a lighting situation.  Morphological Operation is a large set of 

photo processing operations that procedure photos primarily based on the shapes. characteristic extraction strategies are 

carried out to get functions to be able to be beneficial inside the popularity and category of the photographs. SIFT is a 

robust descriptor to symbolize neighborhood gradient facts of photo pixels. type k-Nearest friends (okay-NN) is an 

extensively used type technique. Its miles are used for its smooth interpretation and occasional calculation time. 

(Jenny Ann Verghese, D Pamela, Prawin Angel Michael and R Meenal., 2021)[4] Rheumatoid arthritis detection using 

image processing. In this technique, an X-ray photograph of the knees is taken because the enter and diverse operations are 

performed on that X-ray picture. The input facts are loaded then the records extraction process is done. The preprocessing 

of the image is carried out with a view to put off undesirable information or unwanted noise gift within the X-ray 

photograph and extractthe most effective beneficial functions of the picture.  Then the photograph segmentation manner is 

completed and the beneficial capabilities are extracted from the given set of data. based totally on the precise functions 

which can be extracted from the previous process we're going to classify the data through the usage of the SVM classifier. 

when the facts are absolutely classified it is going to be clean to discover the presence of arthritis and in the evaluation 

nation, it will show whether or not the arthritis is present or not with the accuracy of the type. 

(Sheba Pari., 2018)[5] Analysing the Detection of Rheumatoid Arthritis using Image Processing Techniques.Here MRI pix 

are used to diagnose rheumatoid arthritis the usage of the following methods.Morphological image processing 

includesdilation and an erosion approach because of the structure or form of an image. In this technique, all buddies of a 

particular structuring element that is positioned at unique locations inside the picture, are compared which ends inside the 

output photograph.  photo compression may be lossy or lossless to lessen pictures’ cost for garage or transmission. Lossless 

compression is what is most popular for scientific imaging because it creates genuine original data. Pre-processing is the 

first level of abstraction where the fine of the photo is advanced by means of improving some picture capabilities which 

helps in later processing and suppressing unwanted distortion.  Segmentation is the process of dividing a digitally processed 

photo intosmaller segments. Optimization and function extraction is the manner of minimizing the variety of redundant 

calculations on snapshots by using figuring out comparable regions of pixels in the image 

(Revathy B, Subramoniam M, Poornapushpakala S and Barani S., 2021)[6] A Review on Investigation and Categorization 

of Rheumatoid Arthritis and Osteoarthritis using image processing technique. Image acquisition may be exactlylike the 

motion of fetching a picture from some supply that is in addition processed to get a brand new and higher photograph. Pre-

processing is a sort of photograph development that enhances some photo functions or eliminates undesired distortions for 

addition processing. The most important photo processing strategies used within the take a look at are conversion of RGB 

into gray, resizing of photographs, and filtering. picture segmentation is the approach of partitioning a digital photograph 

into more than one segment. some of the fundamental segmentation strategies used are Pixel primarily based segmentation, 

k-manner clustering, Fuzzy c-method algorithm, energetic contour segmentation, Thresholding, and Otsu’s segmentation.  

The diverse aspect detection techniques used are Sobel facet detection, canny edge detection, Laplace part detection, 

Robert’s detection, Prewitt facet detection, and zero crossing.  function extraction is used to compute the capabilities of the 

segmented snapshots which ends up in reputation accuracy with simple category modules. Then use numerous class 

techniques to classify the facts. The help Vector device classifier, Randomforest Classifier, and Adaboost classifier 

obtained the very best accuracy than the other category techniques. 
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III.METHODOLOGY OF PROPOSED SURVEY 

 

The proposed technique to locate the favored cartilage thickness is completed via the usage of apicture-processing 

approach. The MRI picture of the knee is taken as an entry and the pre-processing of the photograph is been completed to 

enhance the photograph information so that it will remove the undesirable distortion and decorate the photo capabilities that 

may be used for similar processing techniques.  The pre-processed photo is then smoothened with the use of the 

Anisotropic Diffusion algorithm with the purpose to lessen the noise present in the photo. Then the edges are detected with 

the use of the canny facet and log side detection strategies. this is done to identify the factors inside the virtual image. Later, 

the location is been decided on shape the given photo on the way to locate the exclusive parameters of the chosen region. 

right here we vehicle going to remember the range of pixels as the parameter to locate the presence of arthritis. 

 

Fig 1. Flow diagram of the proposed method 

PREPROCESSING 

within the very first step, the enter photo is loaded and this input image is pre-processed. this will encompass several steps 

as history removal, denoising, resampling, registration, and depth normalization. right here the feature preProcess estimates 
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the specified parameters for each operation and predict.preProcess is used to usethem to precise facts sets. This function 

also can be interfaced while calling the train feature. 

 

Fig 2. Pre-processing output 

SMOOTHENING 

Smoothing is often used to lessen noise inside a photograph or produce a less pixelated picture. photograph smoothing is a 

key picture enhancement era that may cast off noise within the pictures. So, it is an obligatory functional module in diverse 

photograph-processing software. The smoothing may be performed using distinctive strategies however right here we're 

comparing two special strategiesGaussian Blurring and Anisotropic Diffusion. 

Gaussian Blurring 

The Gaussian Smoothing Operator performs a weighted commonplace of surrounding pixels based totally on the Gaussian 

distribution. it's miles used to remove Gaussian noise and is a sensible model of a defocused lens. Sigma defines the amount 

of blurring. The radius slider is used to govern how huge the template is. 

Anisotropic Diffusion 

It is a technique aiming at reducing image noise without removing significant parts of the image content, typically edges, 

lines, or other details that are important for the interpretation of the image.Anisotropic diffusion preserves the sharpness of 

edges better than Gaussian blurring. So it is used here for smoothening process. 

 

Fig 3 Smoothening output 
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EDGE DETECTION 

Edge detectionis an image processing approach for locating the bounds of items within pictures. it really works by way of 

detecting discontinuities in brightness. region detection is used for picture segmentation and fact extraction in regions 

together with photograph processing, laptop imaginative and prescient, and system vision. 

Canny Edge Detection 

Canny area detection makes use of linear filtering with a Gaussian kernel to smooth noise and then computes the brink 

strength and path for each pixel in the smoothed photo.  Candidate aspect pixels are recognized because the pixels that live 

to inform the tale in a thinning manner are known as non-maximal suppression. In this approach, the brink strength of each 

candidate aspect pixel is prepared to 0 if its factor electricity is not big than the brink energy of the two adjacent pixels in 

the gradient direction. 

 

Fig  4. Canny edge detection output 

LOG Edge Detection  

The Laplacian of Gaussian is a 2-dimension isotropic measure of a photo. In a picture, Laplacian is the highlighted place 

wherein speedy intensity adjustments and it's also used for part detection. The Laplacian is implemented to a photo that is 

been smoothed using a Gaussian smoothing smooth out to lessen the sensitivity of noise. This operator takes a single gray 

degree photograph as enter and produces a single gray diploma picture as output. 

 

Fig 5.  LOG edge detection output 
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CARTILAGE THICKNESS MEASUREMENT 

The pre-processed picture is taken as input. With the aid of the manner of the usage of the characteristic imfreehand the 

vicinity is been decided on for further processing of the photograph. The primary feature of imfreehand is to start 

interactive placement of a freehand vicinity at theaxes and returns an imfreehand item. The selected place is represented in 

a special form. The chosen location has numerous parameters together with suggest price internal a drawn vicinity, variety 

of pixels, place in pixel, perimeter, and centroid. The quantity of pixels is taken because the parameter is to locate the 

thickness of the cartilage and discover the abnormality. 

 

Fig6.  Selected region output 

 

IV. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 

Digital image processing has grown to be a very popular area of research and practise as a result of the development of 

quick and inexpensive devices. It offers affordable solutions for a range of practical applications. Intelligent systems can be 

built using a variety of methods, and many of them are now being developed in facilities across the world. An overview of 

image processing, including its brief history, techniques, duties, tools, and applications, has been given in this chapter. The 

community's interest in learning more about image processing will be sparked by this. The development of a smart and 

intelligent world in terms of health, education, defence, traffic, homes, offices, cities, etc. is highly likely to benefit from the 

development of digital image processing in the future. 
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