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ABSTRACT: Rajasthan's economy is primarily agricultural and pastoral. Wheat and barley are cultivated over large
areas, as are pulses, sugarcane, and oilseeds. Cotton and tobacco are the state's cash crops. Rajasthan is among the largest
producers of edible oilsin India and the second-largest producer of oilseeds. Rajasthan is also the biggest wool-
producing state in India and the main opium producer and consumer. There are mainly two crop seasons. The water for
irrigation comes from wells and tanks. The Indira Gandhi Canal irrigates northwestern Rajasthan. The main industries are
mineral based, agriculture-based, and textile based. Rajasthan is the second-largest producer of polyester fibre in India.
Several prominent chemical and engineering companies are located in the city of Kota, in southern Rajasthan. Rajasthan
is pre-eminent in quarrying and mining in India. The Taj Mahal was built from white marble which was mined from a
town called Makrana. The state is the second-largest source of cement in India. It has rich salt deposits at Sambhar,
copper mines at Khetri, Jhunjhunu, and zinc mines at Dariba, Zawar mines and Rampura Agucha (opencast)
near Bhilwara. Dimensional stone mining is also undertaken in Rajasthan. Jodhpur sandstone is mostly used in
monuments, important buildings, and residential buildings. This stone is termed as Chittar Patthar. Jodhpur leads in
the handicraft and guar gum industries. Rajasthan is also a part of the Mumbai-Delhi Industrial corridor set to benefit
economically. The state gets 39% of the DMIC, with major districts of Jaipur, Alwar, Kota and Bhilwara benefiting.

Rajasthan also has reserves of low-silica limestone.

Rajasthan connected 100% of its population to electricity power in 2019 (raising the rate of electricity access from 71%
of the population in 2015).' The renewable energy sector plays the most important role in the increase of generation
capacities, with the main focus on solar energy. In 2020, Bhadla Solar Park was recognised as the largest cluster
of photovoltaic power plants in a single region in the world, with the installed power exceeding the 2.2 gigawatt peak.
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LINTRODUCTION

According to the 2011 Census of India, Rajasthan has a total population of 68,548,437.[4] The state contributes to 5.66%
of India's population. The population density is 201 people per square kilometre. The sex ratio in 2011, at 928 women to
1000 men, was lower than the national figure of 943. The native Rajasthani people make up the majority of the state's
population. The state of Rajasthan is also populated by Sindhis, who came to Rajasthan from Sindh province (now
in Pakistan) during the India-Pakistan separation in 1947. As for religion, Rajasthan's residents are mainly Hindus, who
account for 88.49% of the population. Muslims make up 9.07%, Sikhs 1.27% and Jains 0.91% of the population[1,2,3]

Brahmins, according to Outlook constituted 8% to 10% of the population of Rajasthan as per a 2003 report, but only 7%
in a 2007 report. According to a 2007 DNA India report, 12.5% of the state are Brahmins. According to a report
by Moneycontrol.com at the time of 2018 Rajasthan Legislative Assembly election, the Scheduled Caste (SC) population
was 18%, Scheduled Tribe (ST) was 13%, Jats 12%, Gurjars and Rajputs 9%  each, Brahmins and Meenas 7%
each.™ A Hindustan Times report from 2019 also agrees to the total ST population of 13%, of which Meenas constitute
the biggest group at 7%. According to a Deutsche Welle report, the Jats constitute 12—15% of the population of
Rajasthan, followed by Meenas with 10% and Gurjars with 6%[5] While as per a 2007 BBC Hindi report, Meenas were
14% and Gurjars were 4% of the state's population[9]

Largest cities of Rajasthan by population

City Population
Jaipur 3,073,349
Jodhpur 1,138,300
Kota 1,001,694
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Bikaner 647,804
Ajmer 551,101
Udaipur 474,531
Bhilwara 360,009
Alwar 341,422
Bharatpur 252,838
Sri Ganganagar 249914

The languages of Rajasthan primarily belong to the Rajasthani group of Indo-Aryan languages, which most people regard
as their own language. In the north are dialects of Punjabi and Bagri, which is a transition between Rajasthani and
Punjabi. In the northeast are spoken Shekhawati and Dhundari which gradually merge with Haryanvi. In the east is
spoken Mewati in the Mewat region, while in the far east is spoken Braj."® To the southeast is spoken Haryanvi. To the
west in the heart of the Thar Desert is spoken Marwari, which merges to Gujarati in the southwest. In the south, in
the Mewar region, is spoken Mewari, while in the hills of Wagad is spoken Wagdi, a Bhil language. Many speakers of
Rajasthani languages refer to their language as Hindi, and Standard Hindi is the medium of education and is common in
cities. Urdu is also common in cities although the vast majority of Muslims speak one of the Rajasthani languages as
their first language. Sindhi is also common in the cities and along the border with Sindh in Pakistan where Dhatki, a
transition between Marwari and Sindhi, is the main dialect on both sides of the border.

In recent years, Rajasthan has worked on improving education. The state government has been making sustained efforts
to raise the education standard.[10,11,12]

Schools in the state are either managed by the government or by private trusts. The medium of instruction in most of the
schools is mainly English, or Hindi. Under the 10+2+3 plan, after completing secondary school, students typically enrol
for two years in a junior college, also known as pre-university, or in schools with a higher secondary facility affiliated
with the Board of Secondary Education or any central board. Students choose from one of three streams, namely liberal
arts, commerce, or science. Upon completing the required coursework, students may enrol in general or professional
degree programs. The secondary schools are affiliated with the Council for the Indian School Certificate
Examinations (CISCE), the Central Board for Secondary Education (CBSE), and the National Institute of Open School
(NIOS).[13,1,15]

Rajasthan has 52 universities, 26 state funded public universities, 7 deemed universities, an IIT in Jodhpur,
an [IM in Udaipur, an NIT in Jaipur, a National Law University in Jodhpur, and one central and state-run
university[13,5] Kota, is renowned for being a hub for training students in various national-level competitive exams that
are necessary for securing admission to engineering and medical colleges across the country. In order to promote a
reading culture among the rural population, the state has established new libraries up to the panchayat level and
computerised all public libraries throughout the state, providing modern amenities to readers and subscriber. """

In recent decades the literacy rate of Rajasthan has increased significantly. In 1991, the state's literacy rate was only
38.55% (54.99% male and 20.44% female). In 2001, the literacy rate increased to 60.41% (75.70% male and 43.85%
female). This was the highest leap in the percentage of literacy recorded in India (the rise in female literacy being
23%)."9% At the Census 2011, Rajasthan had a literacy rate of 67.06% (80.51% male and 52.66% female). Although
Rajasthan's literacy rate is below the national average of 74.04% and although its female literacy rate is the lowest in the
country, the state has been praised for its efforts and achievements in raising literacy rates[9]

In rural areas of Rajasthan, the literacy rate is 76.16% for males and 45.8% for females. This has been debated across all
the party levels, when the governor of Rajasthan set a minimum educational qualification for the village panchayat
elections

Rajasthan attracted a total of 45.9 million domestic and 1.6 million foreign tourists in 2017, which is the tenth highest in
terms of domestic visitors and fifth highest in foreign tourists."”® The tourism industry in Rajasthan is growing
effectively each year and is becoming one of the major income sources for the state government.'”' Rajasthan is home to
many attractions for domestic and foreign travellers, including the forts and palaces of Jaipur, the lakes of Udaipur, the
temples of Rajsamand and Pali, sand dunes of Jaisalmer and Bikaner, Havelis of Mandawa and Fatehpur, the wildlife
of Sawai Madhopur, the scenic beauty of Mount Abu, the tribes of Dungarpur and Banswara, and the cattle fair
of Pushkar.
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Rajasthan is known for its customs, culture, colours, majestic forts, and palaces, folk dances and music, local festivals,
local food, sand dunes, carved temples and beautiful Havelis. Rajasthan's Jaipur Jantar Mantar, Mehrangarh
Fort and Stepwell of Jodhpur, Dilwara Temples, Chittor Fort, Lake Palace, miniature paintings in Bundi, and numerous
city palaces and Havelis are part of the architectural heritage of India. Jaipur, the Pink City, is noted for the ancient
houses made of a type of sandstone dominated by a pink hue. In Jodhpur, most houses are painted blue.""'” At Ajmer,
there is white marble Bara-dari on the Anasagar lake and Soniji Ki Nasiyan. Jain Temples dot Rajasthan from north to
south and east to west. Dilwara Temples of Mount Abu, Shrinathji Temple of Nathdwara, Ranakpur Jain
temple dedicated to Lord Adinathin Pali District, Jain temples in the fort complexes of Chittor, Jaisalmer
and Kumbhalgarh, Lodurva Jain temples, Mirpur Jain Temple of Sirohi, Sarun Mata Temple at Kotputli, Bhandasar and
Karni Mata Temple of Bikaner and Mandore of Jodhpur are some of the best examples[30] Keoladeo National
Park, Ranthambore National Park, Sariska Tiger Reserve, Tal Chhapar Sanctuary, are wildlife attractions of Rajasthan.
Mewar festival of Udaipur, Teej festival and Gangaur festival in Jaipur, Desert festival of Jodhpur, Brij Holi of
Bharatpur, Matsya festival of Alwar, Kite festival of Jodhpur, Kolayat fair in Bikaner are some of the most popular fairs
and festivals of Rajasthan.
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IL.DISCUSSION

Jaipur International Airport (JAI) in Jaipur, is the state's largest, busiest and only international airport. Jaipur
International Airport offers international service to Dubai, Sharjah and Muscat. There are five civilian airports in
Rajasthan including Jodhpur Airport, Udaipur Airport, Ajmer Airport, Bikaner Airport and Jaisalmer Airport. Domestic
airports are operated by the Airports Authority of India (AAI) and shares its airside with the Indian Air Force. These
airports connect Rajasthan with the major cities of India such as Mumbai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Chennai and Bangalore.

Railways length in the state constitute 8.66 per cent of all India route length. Jaipur Junction is the headquarters of
the North Western Railway." Jaipur, Ajmer, Bikaner are the busiest railway stations in the state. Kota is the only
electrified section served by three Rajdhani Expresses and trains to all major cities of India. Jaipur Superfast Express,
fastest train under Superfast category of trains; connects the finance capital of India Mumbai to Jaipur. Luxury tourist
train Maharajas' Express runs across North-West and Central India, mainly centered on Rajasthan. There is also an
international railway, the Thar Express from Jodhpur (India) to Karachi (Pakistan). However, this is not open to foreign
nationals. Jaipur Metro is the metro rail system in the city of Jaipur. It is the only metro rail system in Rajasthan and has
been operational since 3 June 2015. It is the first metro in India to run on triple-storey elevated road and metro track.

The state is served by a substantial road network, providing links between urban centers, agricultural market-places and
rural areas. There are 33 national highways (NH) in the state, covering a total distance of 10,004.14 km
(6,216.28 mi).””” The state has a total road length of 269,028 km (167,166 mi). The Department of Public Works is
responsible for maintaining and expanding the state highways system and major district roads. Jaipur—Kishangarh
Expressway forms a segment of the NH-8 which is a part of the Golden Quadrilateral project.Rajasthan State Road
Transport Corporation (RSRTC) was established in 1964 to provide economical and reliable passenger road transport
service in the state with connecting services to adjoining states.”® For travelling locally, the state, like most of the
country, has auto rickshaws and cycle rickshaws. Average speed on state highways varies between 50 and 60 kilometres
per hour [(73;]1—37 mph) due to the heavy presence of vehicles; in villages and towns, speeds are as low as 25-30 km/h (16—
19 mph).

The state is governed by a parliamentary system of representative democracy. Rajasthan is one of the seven states in
India, where the state legislature is unicameral, consisting of the Vidhan Sabha (Legislative Assembly). The Legislative
Assembly consists of 200 members who are elected for five-year terms. The state contributes 25 seats to Lok Sabha, the
lower house of the Indian Parliament, and 10 seats to Rajya Sabha, the upper house.!*!1%%!

The Government of Rajasthanis a democratically elected body in India with the governor as its constitutional
head. Governor is appointed by the President of India for a five-year term. The leader of the party or coalition with a
majority in the Legislative Assembly is appointed as the chief minister by the governor, and the council of ministers are
appointed by the governor on the advice of the chief minister. The governor remains a ceremonial head of the state, while
the chief minister and his council are responsible for day-to-day government functions. The council of ministers consists
of Cabinet Ministers, Ministers of State (MoS) and Deputy Ministers. The Secretariat headed by the Chief Secretary
assists the council of ministers. The Chief Secretary is also the administrative head of the government. Each government
department is headed by a minister, who is assisted by an Additional Chief Secretary or a Principal Secretary, who is
usually an officer of Indian Administrative Service (IAS), the Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary serve as the
administrative head of the department they are assigned to. Each department also has officers of the rank of Secretary,
Special Secretary, Joint Secretary etc. assisting the Minister and the Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary.
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For the administration purpose, the state is divided into 7 divisions and 33 districts. Divisional Commissioner, is the head
of administration on the divisional level.'*” The administration in each district is headed by a District Magistrate/District
Collector, who is also an IAS officer, and is assisted by a number of officers belonging to Rajasthan Administrative
Services.
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Rajasthan has its High court Jodhpur which has its principal seat at Jodhpur and a bench at Jaipur, with district courts and
session courts in each district or Sessions Division, and lower courts at the tehsil level.'® The politics of Rajasthan has
been dominated mainly by the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Indian National Congress.

II.RESULTS

Rajasthan lit. 'Land of Kings)!""' is a state in northern India.!"*""* " It covers 342,239 square kilometres (132,139 sq mi)
or 10.4 per cent of India's total geographical area. It is the largest Indian state by area and the seventh largest by
population. It is on India's northwestern side, where it comprises most of the wide and inhospitable Thar Desert (also
known as the Great Indian Desert) and shares a border with the Pakistani provinces of Punjab to the northwest
and Sindh to the west, along the Sutlej-Indus River valley. It is bordered by five other Indian states: Punjab to the
north; Haryana and Uttar Pradesh to the northeast; Madhya Pradesh to the southeast; and Gujarat to the southwest. Its
geographical location is 23.3 to 30.12 North latitude and 69.30 to 78.17 East longitude, with the Tropic of Cancer passing
through its southernmost tip.35

Its major features include the ruins of the Indus Valley civilisation at Kalibangan and Balathal, the Dilwara Temples,
a Jain pilgrimage site at Rajasthan's only hill station, Mount Abu, in the ancient Aravalli mountain range and eastern
Rajasthan, the Keoladeo National Park of Bharatpur, a World Heritage Site'"”' known for its bird life. Rajasthan is also
home to three national tiger reserves, the Ranthambore National Park in Sawai Madhopur, Sariska  Tiger
Reserve in Alwar and the Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve in Kota.

The State of Rajasthan was formed on 30 March 1949 when the states of the Rajputana Agency''”' of the erstwhile Indian
Empire were merged into the new Indian Union. Its capital and largest city is Jaipur. Other important cities
are Jodhpur, Kota, Bikaner, Ajmer, Bharatpur and Udaipur. The economy of Rajasthanis the seventh-largest state
economyin India  with310.20 lakh  crore (US$130 billion) in gross domestic  productand a  per
capita GDP of 3118,000 (US$1,500).""” Rajasthan ranks 29th among Indian states in human development index."”’

Rajasthan literally means "The Land of Kings" and is a portmanteau of Sanskrit "Raja" (King) and Sanskrit
"Sthana"(Land) or Persian "St(h)an" with the same meaning."'" The oldest reference to Rajasthan is found in a stone
inscription dated back to 625 CE.'® The first printed mention of the name Rajasthan appears in the 1829
publication Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan or the Central and Western Rajpoot States of India, while the earliest
known record of Rajputana as a name for the region is in George Thomas's 1800 memoir Military Memories.""” John
Keay, in his book India: A History, stated that Rajputana was coined by the British in 1829, John Briggs,
translating Ferishta's history of early Islamic India, used the phrase "Rajpoot (Rajput) princes" rather than "Indian
princes”

IV.CONCLUSIONS

The geographic features of Rajasthan are the Thar Desert and the Aravalli Range, which runs through the state from
southwest to northeast, almost from one end to the other, for more than 850 kilometres (530 mi). Mount Abu lies at the
southwestern end of the range, separated from the main ranges by the West Banas River, although a series of broken
ridges continues into Haryana in the direction of Delhi where it can be seen as outcrops in the form of the Raisina
Hill and the ridges farther north. About three-fifths of Rajasthan lies northwest of the Aravallis, leaving two-fifths on the
east and south direction.

The Aravalli Range runs across the state from the southwest peak Guru Shikhar (Mount Abu), which is 1,722 metres
(5,650 ft) in height, to Khetri in the northeast. This range divides the state into 60% in the northwest of the range and
40% in the southeast. The northwest tract is sandy and unproductive with little water but improves gradually from desert
land in the far west and northwest to comparatively fertile and habitable land towards the east. The area includes the Thar
Desert. The south-eastern area, higher in elevation (100 to 350 m above sea level) and more fertile, has a very diversified
topography. In the south lies the hilly tract of Mewar. In the southeast, a large area within the districts
of Kota and Bundi forms a tableland. To the northeast of these districts is a rugged region (badlands) following the line
of the Chambal River. Farther north the country levels out; the flat plains of the northeastern Bharatpur district are part of
an alluvial basin. Merta City lies in the geographical center of Rajasthan.
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The Aravalli Range and the lands to the east and southeast of the range are generally more fertile and better watered. This
region is home to the Khathiar-Gir dry deciduous forests ecoregion, with tropical dry broadleaf forests that
include teak, Acacia, and other trees. The hilly Vagad region, home to the cities of Dungarpur, Pratapgarh,
and Banswara lies in southernmost Rajasthan, on the border with Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. With the exception of
Mount Abu, Vagad is the wettest region in Rajasthan, and the most heavily forested. North of Vagad lies
the Mewar region, home to the cities of Udaipur and Chittaurgarh. The Hadoti region lies to the southeast, on the border
with Madhya Pradesh. North of Hadoti and Mewar lies the Dhundhar region, home to the state capital of Jaipur. Mewat,
the easternmost region of Rajasthan, borders Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. Eastern and southeastern Rajasthan is drained
by the Banas and Chambal rivers, tributaries of the Ganges.[23]

The northwestern portion of Rajasthan is generally sandy and dry. Most of this region is covered by the Thar
Desert which extends into adjoining portions of Pakistan. The Aravalli Range does not intercept the moisture-giving
southwest monsoon winds off the Arabian Sea, as it lies in a direction parallel to that of the coming monsoon winds,
leaving the northwestern region in a rain shadow. The Thar Desert is thinly populated; the City of Jodhpur is the largest
city in the desert and a major metropolitan area of India which is known as the gateway of the Thar desert. The desert has
some major districts like Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Barmer, Bikaner, and Nagaur. This area is also important from a defence
point of view. Jodhpur airbase is one of the largest airbases in India, BSF and Military bases are also situated here.
Currently four civil airports are located here: Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Bikaner and Nagaur, of which Jodhpur is the major
civil airport, being the 44th busiest airport in India and one of the oldest air strips of India, being built in the 1920s.

The Northwestern thorn scrub forests lie in a band around the Thar Desert, between the desert and the Aravallis. This
region receives less than 400 mm of rain annually. Temperatures can sometimes exceed 45 °C in the summer months
and drop below freezing point in the winter. The Godwar, Marwar, and Shekhawati regions lie in the thorn scrub forest
zone, along with the city of Jodhpur. The Luni River and its tributaries are the major river system of Godwar and Marwar
regions, draining the western slopes of the Aravallis and emptying southwest into the great Rann of Kutch wetland in
neighbouring Gujarat. This river is saline in the lower reaches and remains potable only up to Balotara in Barmer district.
The Ghaggar River, which originates in Haryana, is an intermittent stream that disappears into the sands of the Thar
Desert in the northern corner of the state and is seen as a remnant of the primitive Sarasvati river
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