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ABSTRACT: Good governance is the process of measuring how public institutions conduct public affairs and manage
public resources and guarantee the realization of human rights in a manner essentially free of abuse and corruption and
with due regard for the rule of law. Governance is “the process of decision-making and the process by which decisions
are implemented (or not implemented)".[ Governance in this context can apply to corporate, international, national, or

local governance™ as well as the interactions between other sectors of society.

The concept of "good governance" thus emerges as a model to compare ineffective economies or political bodies with
viable economies and political bodies.”” The concept centers on the responsibility of governments and governing
bodies to meet the needs of the masses as opposed to select groups in society. Because countries often described as
"most successful” are liberal-democratic states, concentrated in Europe and the Americas, good governance standards
often measure other state institutions against these states./? Aid organizations and the authorities of developed countries
often will focus the meaning of "good governance™ to a set of requirements that conform to the organization's agenda,
making "good governance" imply many different things in many different contexts. FII1%]
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ILINTRODUCTION

Governance is the process of making and enforcing decisions within an organization or society. It is the process of
interactions through the laws, social norms, power (social and political) or language as structured in communication of
an organized society!™ over a social system (family, social group, formal or informal organization, a territory under a
jurisdiction or across territories). It is done by the government of a state, by a market, or by a network. It is the process
of choosing the right course among the actors involved in a collective problem that leads to the creation, reinforcement,
or reproduction of acceptable conduct and social order”.[? In lay terms, it could be described as the political processes
that exist in and between formal institutions.

A variety of entities (known generically as governing bodies) can govern. The most formal is a government, a body
whose sole responsibility and authority is to make binding decisions in a given geopolitical system (such as a political
entity) by establishing rules and guidelines. Other types of governing include an organization (such as a legal
entity recognized as a legal entity by a government), a socio-political group (hierarchical political organization,
tribe, violent group, family, identifiable religious suborg, etc.), or another, informal group of people.
In business and outsourcing relationships, Governance Frameworks are built into relational contracts that foster long-
term collaboration and innovation.

Governance is the way rules, norms and actions are structured, sustained,’ regulated and held accountable. %"

needed] The degree of formality depends on the internal rules of a given social entity and, externally, with its business
term. As such, governance may take many forms, driven by many different motivations and with many different results.
For instance, a government may operate as a democracy where citizens vote on who should govern and the public
good is the goal, while a non-profit organization or a corporation may be governed by a small board of directors and
pursue more specific aims.

In addition, a variety of external actors without decision-making power can influence the process of governing. These
include lobbies, think tanks, political parties, non-government organizations, community and media.

Most institutions of higher education offer governance as an area of study.

Many social scientist use governance since it covers the whole range of institutions and relationships involved in the
process of governing.

Governance often refers to a particular level of governance associated with a type of organization (including public
governance, global governance, non-profit governance, corporate governance, and project governance), a particular
'field' of governance associated with a type of activity or outcome (including environmental governance, internet
governance, and information technology governance), or a particular 'model' of governance, often derived as an
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empirical or normative theory (including regulatory governance, participatory governance, multilevel governance,
metagovernance, and collaborative governance).

Governance can also define normative or practical agendas. Normative concepts of fair governance or good governance
are common among political, public sector, voluntary, and private sector organizations.

A variety of entities (known generically as governing bodies) can govern. The most formal is a government, a body
whose sole responsibility and authority is to make binding decisions in a given geopolitical system (such as a political
entity) by establishing rules and guidelines. Other types of governing include an organization (such as a legal
entity recognized as a legal entity by a government), a socio-political group (hierarchical political organization,
tribe, violent  group, family, identifiable religious suborg, etc.), or another, informal group of people.
In business and outsourcing relationships, Governance Frameworks are built into relational contracts that foster long-
term collaboration and innovation.

Governance is the way rules, norms and actions are structured, sustained,™ regulated and held accountable. The degree
of formality depends on the internal rules of a given social entity and, externally, with its business term. As such,
governance may take many forms, driven by many different motivations and with many different results. For instance,
a government may operate as a democracy where citizens vote on who should govern and the public good is the goal,
while a non-profit organization or a corporation may be governed by a small board of directors and pursue more
specific aims.

In addition, a variety of external actors without decision-making power can influence the process of governing. These
include lobbies, think tanks, political parties, non-government organizations, community and media.

11.DISCUSSION

There is a distinction between the concepts of governance and politics. Politics involves processes by which a group of
people (perhaps with divergent opinions or interests) reach collective decisions generally regarded as binding on the
group, and enforced as common policy. Governance, on the other hand, conveys the administrative and process-
oriented elements of governing rather than its antagonistic ones.” Such an argument continues to assume the
possibility of the traditional separation between "politics” and "administration”. Contemporary governance practice and
theory sometimes questions this distinction, premising that both "governance" and "politics” involve aspects
of power and accountability.

In general terms, public governance occurs in three broad ways:

. Through networks involving public-private partnerships (PPP) or with the collaboration of community
organisations;

. Through the use of market mechanisms whereby market principles of competition serve to allocate resources
while operating under government regulation;

) Through top-down methods that primarily involve governments and the state bureaucracy.

Private governance occurs when non-governmental entities, including private organizations, dispute resolution
organizations, or other third party groups, make rules and/or standards which have a binding effect on the "quality of
life and opportunities of the larger public.”" Simply put, private—not public—entities are making public policy. For
example, insurance companies exert a great societal impact, largely invisible and freely accepted, that is a private form
of governance in society; in turn, reinsurers, as private companies, may exert similar private governance over their
underlying carriers.”® The term "public policy” should not be exclusively associated with policy that is made
by government. Public policy may be created by either the private sector or the public sector. If one wishes to refer only
to public policy that is made by government, the best term to use is "governmental policy", which eliminates the
ambiguity regarding the agent of the policy making.

Governance in an environmental context may refer to:

. a concept in political ecology which promotes environmental policy that advocates for sustainable human
activity (i.e. that governance should be based upon environmental principles).
. the processes of decision-making involved in the control and management of the environment and natural

resources. The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), define environmental governance as the
"multi-level interactions (i.e., local, national, international/global) among, but not limited to, three main actors, i.e.,
state, market, and civil society, which interact with one another, whether in formal and informal ways; in
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formulating and implementing policies in response to environment-related demands and inputs from the society;
bound by rules, procedures, processes, and widely accepted behavior; possessing characteristics of ‘good
governance'; for the purpose of attaining environmentally-sustainable development.”

Land governance is concerned with issues of land ownership and tenure. It consists of the policies, processes and
institutions by which decisions about the access to, use of and control over land are made, implemented and enforced,; it
is also about managing and reconciling competing claims on land. In developing countries, it is relevant as a tool to
contribute to equitable and sustainable development, addressing the phenomenon that is known as ‘land
grabbing’.”*I*1 The operational dimension of land governance is land administration.

Security of land tenure is considered to contribute to poverty reduction and food security, since it can enable farmers to
fully participate in the economy. Without recognized property rights, it is hard for small entrepreneurs, farmers
included, to obtain credit or sell their business®® — hence the relevance of comprehensive land governance.

I1.RESULTS

Good governance is an indeterminate term used in international development literature to describe various normative
accounts of how public institutions ought to conduct public affairs and manage public resources. These normative
accounts are often justified on the grounds that they are thought to be conducive to economic ends, such as the
eradication of poverty and successful economic development. Different organisations have defined governance and
good governance differently.

The World Bank defines governance as:

the manner in which power is exercised in the management of a country's economic and social resources for
development.¥

The Worldwide Governance Indicators project of the World Bank defines governance as:
the traditions and institutions by which authority in a country is exercised.®®

This considers the process by which governments are selected, monitored and replaced; the capacity of the government
to effectively formulate and implement sound policies and the respect of citizens and the state of the institutions that
govern economic and social interactions among them.

An alternate definition sees governance as:

the use of institutions, structures of authority and even collaboration to allocate resources and coordinate or control
activity in society or the economy.?®

According to the United Nations Development Programme's Regional Project on Local Governance for Latin America:

Governance has been defined as the rules of the political system to solve conflicts between actors and adopt decision
(legality). It has also been used to describe the "proper functioning of institutions and their acceptance by the public"
(legitimacy). And it has been used to invoke the efficacy of government and the achievement of consensus by
democratic means (participation).®”

Since the early years of the 2000s (decade), efforts have been conducted in the research and international development
community to assess and measure the quality of governance of countries all around the world. Measuring governance is
inherently a controversial and somewhat political exercise. A distinction is therefore made between external
assessments, peer assessments and self-assessments. Examples of external assessments are donor assessments or
comparative indices produced by international non-governmental organizations. An example of a peer assessment is
the African Peer Review Mechanism. Examples of self-assessments are country-led assessments that can be led by
government, civil society, researchers and/or other stakeholders at the national level.

One of these efforts to create an internationally comparable measure of governance and an example of an external
assessment is the Worldwide Governance Indicators project, developed by members of the World Bank and the World
Bank Institute. The project reports aggregate and individual indicators for more than 200 countries for six dimensions
of governance: voice and accountability, political stability and lack of violence, government effectiveness, regulatory
quality, rule of law, control of corruption. To complement the macro-level cross-country Worldwide Governance
Indicators, the World Bank Institute developed the World Bank Governance Surveys, which are country-level
governance assessment tools that operate at the micro or sub-national level and use information gathered from a
country's own citizens, business people and public sector workers to diagnose governance vulnerabilities and suggest
concrete approaches for fighting corruption.
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A Worldwide Governance Index (WGI)™ was developed in 2009 and is open for improvement through public
participation. The following domains, in the form of indicators and composite indexes, were selected to achieve the
development of the WGI: Peace and Security, Rule of Law, Human Rights and Participation, Sustainable Development,
and Human Development. Additionally, in 2009 the Bertelsmann Foundation published the Sustainable Governance
Indicators (SGI), which systematically measure the need for reform and the capacity for reform within the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries. The project examines to what extent governments can
identify, formulate and implement effective reforms that render a society well-equipped to meet future challenges, and
ensure their future viability.” Section 10 of the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) Modernization Act
requires U.S. federal agencies to publish their strategic and performance plans and reports in machine-readable format.

The International Budget Partnership (IBP) launched the Open Budget Initiative in 2006 with the release of the first
Open Budget Survey (OBS). The OBS is a comprehensive analysis and survey that evaluates whether central
governments give the public access to budget documents and provide opportunities for public participation in the
budget process. To measure the overall commitment to transparency, the IBP created Open Budget Index (OBI), which
assigns a score to each country based on the results of the survey. While the OBS is released biannually, the IBP
recently released a new OBS Tracker, which serves as an online tool for civil society, the media, and other actors to
monitor in real time whether governments are releasing eight key budget documents. The Open Budget Index data are
used by the Open Government Partnership, development aid agencies, and increasingly investors in the private sector
as key indicators of governance, particularly fiscal transparency and management of public funds.!? Examples of
country-led assessments include the Indonesian Democracy Index, monitoring of the Millennium Development Goal 9
on Human Rights and Democratic Governance in Mongolia and the Gross National Happiness Index in Bhutan.

Section 10 of the Government Performance and Results Act Modernization Act (GPRAMA) requires U.S. federal
agencies to publish their performance plans and reports in machine-readable format, thereby providing the basis for
evaluating the quality of their performance of the governance functions entrusted to them, as specified in their strategic
objectives and performance indicators. Publishing performance reports openly on the Web in a standard, machine-
readable format is good practice for all organizations whose plans and reports should be matters of public record.

IV.CONCLUSIONS

Good Governance Day (Hindi: Wﬁaﬂ, IAST: Susasan Divas)™ is observed in India annually on the twenty-fifth
day of December, the birth anniversary of former-Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.l”'®) Good Governance Day was
established in 2014 to honor Prime Minister Vajpayee by fostering awareness among the Indian people of
accountability in government.!

In keeping with this principle, the Government of India has decreed Good Governance Day to be a working day for the
government.®

On 23 December 2014, the ninety-year old™® former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya (posthumously) were announced as recipients of India's highest civilian award for merit, the Bharat
Ratna,"! by Indian President Pranab Mukherijee.

Following the announcement, the newly elected administration of Prime Minister Narendra Modi established that the
birth anniversary of the former Prime Minister would be henceforth commemorated annually in India as Good
Governance Day.®!

Critics criticized setting Good Governance Day on the same date as Christmas as well as for declaring this date as a
government working day.[*l*%

In 2019, the Modi government launched the Good Governance Index, "a scientifically prepared tool based on various
parameters of good governance which assess the level of any state at a given point of time and help in shaping future
development."(*"!
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